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What is an Emergency Animal 
Disease (EAD)
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EAD definition: disease that are exotic to Australia, or endemic diseases which can cause significant 
outbreaks in Australia. 

Examples include Avian Influenza and Newcastle Disease.

Clinical signs:

Emergency Animal Disease

• High rate of death or sickness in birds.
• Drop in egg production.
• Rapid spread of disease through a flock.
• Respiratory signs - excessive nasal discharge or 

salivation.

• Neurological signs - tremors, circling or paralysis.
• Any unusual disease symptoms.
• Disease affects multiple species.
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• LPAI and HPAI
o H7N3 & H7N9 2024
o H7N8 2025

• Zoonotic

• Clinical signs:
o Sudden death
o Blue wattle/comb, face swelling
o Respiratory disease, diarrhoea
o Reduced egg production, feed and 

water intake
o Neurological signs

Avian Influenza

NSW DPI
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• Zoonotic

• Transmission:
o Fecal/oral, inhalation

o Fomites (virus survives in fecal material)

o Vertical

• Clinical signs:
o Sudden death

o Conjunctivitis

o Diarrhoea

o Neurological and respiratory signs

• Most recent occurrence was in NSW in 
2002

Newcastle Disease

https://www.msschippers.com/advice/the-5-steps-to-prevent-newcastle-disease-in-chickens
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Biosecurity at a Poultry Event
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DAFF Poultry Show and Exhibitors Plan

Simple steps for everyday Biosecurity:

• Traceability

• Set up foot bath/hand sanitiser

• Local vet contact

• Emergency contacts available

• Clean cages

• Inform exhibitors

• Isolation/sick pens

* Ag Events Biosecurity, DAFF Biosecurity Plan, Traceability template

Biosecurity at Poultry Events
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• Foot bath set up
• Tools to remove mud/manure
• Foot bath with decontaminant

• Changed often
• e.g. Farm disinfectant
• Follow label

• Hand wash Station
• Visitor log in/record

General Biosecurity set up for event day
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EAD Action Plan
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Event Staff notified

Collect information on suspect case

Contact Private Vet or Authorities

Vet examination

Isolate bird

Set up perimeter

Communication

Further information to collect

AgVic Staff arrive

EAD Action Plan for Poultry Shows/Auctions
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What Equipment is Required?
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What Equipment is Required?
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Exiting ‘Dirty’ side – red zone

• Remove all organic material 

• Scrub boots in detergent 
• E.g.

▪ Laundry detergent

▪ Dishwash liquid 

• Wash any equipment in tub to be brought to 
‘clean’ side 
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Exiting ‘Dirty’ Side – yellow zone

• Scrub boots in decontaminant tub 

• Decontaminant
• e.g.

▪ Farm disinfectant – following on label instructions

• Wash any equipment in tub to come onto ‘clean’ 
side 

• Remain in tub and remove any PPE
• 1st layer of gloves, mask, googles, roll down overalls
• Place in rubbish bag

• Step out of overalls and boots onto clean side
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Exiting ‘Dirty’ side – green zone

• Remove final pair of gloves and place in rubbish, 
sanitise hands 

• Step in clean shoes

• Allow appropriate contact time for all equipment

• Make detailed notes
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Resources
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EAD Information Pack:

• Content List

• EAD Action Plan
• Appendices:

1. Setting up entry/exit

2. Chemical selection

3. How AI spreads

4. Information required from Poultry Auctions/Shows

5. Traceability template

• Entry/Exit equipment list

• Agricultural events biosecurity

• Come clean, go clean when attending events

Resources for Poultry Events
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Appendix 4 - Information required from Poultry Auctions, Shows

In the case of a suspect EAD at an event the following information is worth gathering to best  
assist authorises understand and control the disease. 

Information includes:

• Event site information

• Staff in attendance

• Suspect case information

• Movement of livestock/vehicles/products from event

• Movement of livestock/vehicles/products to event

Resources for Poultry Events
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Appendix 5 - Traceability template

• Traceability provides information throughout an animal's life

• During an EAD this information is pivotal to limit the impact and reduce the spread

Information to gather:

• Event info

Resources for Poultry Events
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• Come clean, stay clean, go clean when attending events

• Factsheet for exhibitors

• Information they should consider when:
• Planning to attended
• At the event
• Leaving the event

• Also steps for cleaning boots 

Resources for Poultry Events
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Contacts
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Agriculture Victoria Contacts
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Private Vet EAD Hotline 

1800 675 888

Local AgVic team

Who to call?
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